
Bedtime Stories for Project Managers: Sweet
Dreams for Successful Projects
Table of Contents

Chapter 1: The Princess and the Agile Prince

Chapter 2: The Three Little Stakeholders

Chapter 3: The Boy Who Cried Scope

Chapter 4: Rumpelstiltskin and the Magic Waterfall

Chapter 5: The Princess and the Scrum Team

Chapter 6: The Seven Dwarfs and the Critical Path

Chapter 7: The Gingerbread Man and the Budget

Chapter 8: The Little Mermaid and the Stakeholder Engagement Plan

Chapter 9: The Sleeping Beauty and the Project Charter

Chapter 10: The Emperor's New Clothes and the Risk Assessment

Chapter 1: The Princess and the Agile Prince



In a faraway land, there lived a beautiful princess who was known for her
wisdom and leadership skills. She had inherited a kingdom in turmoil, and
the people were desperate for a change. Determined to bring prosperity to
her kingdom, the princess embarked on a journey to seek the help of the
Agile Prince, who was renowned for his extraordinary project management
skills.
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Together, they devised a plan to transform the kingdom using agile
principles. They divided the kingdom into small, manageable chunks and
empowered the people to work independently. The princess and the prince
established regular check-ins and ceremonies to ensure transparency and
accountability.

As the project progressed, the people became more engaged and
motivated. They embraced the agile mindset of continuous improvement
and adaptability. The kingdom flourished, and the princess's leadership
became a beacon of hope and inspiration.

Chapter 2: The Three Little Stakeholders
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Once upon a time, there were three little stakeholders who lived in a house
of straw, a house of sticks, and a house of bricks. The stakeholder made of
straw was lazy and naive, the stakeholder made of sticks was passionate
but reckless, and the stakeholder made of bricks was diligent and wise.

One day, a big bad wolf, representing the challenges and risks of the
project, came knocking on their doors. The stakeholder in the straw house
couldn't resist the wolf's temptations and was quickly devoured. The
stakeholder in the sticks house made a valiant effort, but his reckless
nature led to his demise.

Only the stakeholder in the bricks house, with his diligence and wisdom,
was able to withstand the wolf's attacks. He had anticipated the challenges
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and built a solid foundation for his project. The wolf gave up in frustration,
and the stakeholder in the bricks house lived happily ever after.

Chapter 3: The Boy Who Cried Scope

In a small village, there lived a boy who loved to cry "Scope!" every time
something went wrong. At first, the villagers paid attention and came to his
aid. However, over time, they realized that the boy was crying "Scope!" for
the smallest of reasons.

One day, when the boy really needed help with a genuine scope issue, the
villagers ignored his pleas. The boy was left to fend for himself, and the
project suffered as a result. The villagers learned a valuable lesson about
the importance of communicating clearly and only crying "Scope!" when
necessary.

Chapter 4: Rumpelstiltskin and the Magic Waterfall
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Rumpelstiltskin was a mischievous imp who possessed the power to spin
straw into gold. One day, a greedy king heard of Rumpelstiltskin's abilities
and locked his daughter in a tower, forcing her to spin straw into gold on
pain of death.

The princess was desperate, but Rumpelstiltskin offered her a deal. He
would spin the straw into gold, but in return, the princess had to give him
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her firstborn child. The princess agreed, and Rumpelstiltskin used his
magic waterfall to transform the straw into gold.

However, the princess quickly grew to regret her bargain. Rumpelstiltskin
was relentless in his demands, and she feared for the safety of her child. In
the end, the princess outsmarted Rumpelstiltskin and regained control of
her own fate. The story teaches the importance of carefully considering the
consequences of entering into agreements.

Chapter 5: The Princess and the Scrum Team
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In a modern-day kingdom, a princess led a Scrum team to develop a new
product. The Scrum team consisted of diverse individuals with varying skills
and experiences. The princess, as the Product Owner, defined the vision
and priorities for the product.

Using Scrum ceremonies, such as Sprints and Retrospectives, the team
collaborated effectively and delivered value incrementally. The princess
fostered a culture of transparency, adaptability, and continuous
improvement. The Scrum team became a well-oiled machine, delivering
high-quality results on time and within budget.

Chapter 6: The Seven Dwarfs and the Critical Path
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In the heart of a deep mine, seven dwarfs toiled diligently to extract
precious gems. However, their progress was hindered by a critical path
delay. One of the dwarfs had fallen ill, and his absence created a
bottleneck in the production process.

The dwarfs realized that they needed to find a way to expedite the critical
path. They worked together, brainstorming and experimenting with different
solutions. In the end, they devised a clever way to automate a portion of
the process, reducing the overall time required to complete the critical path.

The story emphasizes the importance of identifying and mitigating critical
path delays to ensure project success.

Chapter 7: The Gingerbread Man and the Budget



Once upon a time, there was a gingerbread man who was running from a
fox. The gingerbread man had a bag of money, which represented the
project budget. As he ran, he dropped coins from the bag, one by one.

The fox, representing the unexpected expenses and resource constraints,
chased after the gingerbread man, trying to get his hands on the money.
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The gingerbread man managed to evade the fox and reached his
destination safely.

However, upon reaching his destination, the gingerbread man realized that
he had lost a significant portion of his budget along the way. The story
teaches the importance of carefully managing the project budget and
anticipating potential risks and expenses.

Chapter 8: The Little Mermaid and the Stakeholder Engagement Plan

In the depths of the ocean, a little mermaid embarked on a mission to
engage with the various stakeholders of a project to build a new
underwater palace. She carefully identified and categorized the
stakeholders, including fish, crabs, sea turtles, and even humans.
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The mermaid developed a comprehensive stakeholder engagement plan
that outlined the communication channels, meeting frequencies, and key
messages for each stakeholder group. She used her charm and empathy
to build relationships with the stakeholders and gain their support for the
project.

As a result of her effective stakeholder engagement, the mermaid
successfully navigated the challenges of the project and delivered the
underwater palace on time and within budget. The story highlights the
importance of developing and implementing a robust stakeholder
engagement plan.

Chapter 9: The Sleeping Beauty and the Project Charter

In a peaceful kingdom, a young princess fell into a deep sleep. A wise old
project manager was tasked with awakening her and ensuring the success
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of the project to build her a magnificent castle.

The project manager discovered a project charter that had been forgotten
and neglected. The charter contained the project's vision, scope, budget,
and timeline. Using the charter as a guide, the project manager rallied the
team and embarked on the journey to complete the castle.

As the team worked diligently, the princess slowly awakened. She was
amazed by the castle and thanked the project manager for following the
project charter and bringing the project to a successful . The story
emphasizes the importance of creating and adhering to a comprehensive
project charter.

Chapter 10: The Emperor's New Clothes and the Risk Assessment
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