
Delve into Herman Melville's Literary
Labyrinth: A Comprehensive Study Guide for
Bartleby, the Scrivener
Herman Melville's enigmatic novella, Bartleby, the Scrivener, has captivated
readers since its publication in 1853. The story of a passive and enigmatic
scrivener who refuses to perform his duties has perplexed and fascinated
critics for generations. Course Hero Study Guides proudly presents a
comprehensive guide to this literary masterpiece, providing a thorough
exploration of its characters, themes, and symbolism.
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Character Analysis

1. Bartleby, the Scrivener

Bartleby, the titular character, is a mysterious and enigmatic figure. His
passive resistance and unwavering refusal to conform challenge the
established social Free Download. The guide delves into the complexities
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of Bartleby's character, examining his motivations, his relationship with the
narrator, and the profound impact he has on those around him.

2. The Lawyer-Narrator

The narrator, a successful lawyer, serves as both the protagonist and our
guide into Bartleby's world. The guide analyzes the narrator's character
development, his evolving perspectives on Bartleby, and the ambivalent
feelings he harbors towards his enigmatic employee.
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Theme Analysis

1. Isolation and Alienation

Bartleby's refusal to conform and his retreat into isolation reflect the
profound sense of alienation prevalent in 19th century America. The guide
examines how Melville explores the themes of loneliness, estrangement,
and the struggle for individuality in a rapidly changing society.
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2. Power and Authority

The relationship between Bartleby and the narrator highlights the
complexities of power and authority. The guide analyzes how Melville uses
Bartleby's passive resistance to challenge the established social
hierarchies and question the nature of leadership.

3. Identity and Meaning

Bartleby's enigmatic nature and his refusal to define himself raise
fundamental questions about identity and meaning. The guide delves into
Melville's exploration of the existential questions that haunt the human
condition.

Symbolism

1. The Wall

The wall that separates Bartleby from the narrator symbolizes the barriers
that divide individuals in society. The guide examines how Melville uses the
wall as a metaphor for the psychological and social boundaries that can
isolate and alienate people.



2. The Copying Process

The repetitive and monotonous process of copying documents represents
the conformity and soul-crushing nature of modern work. The guide
analyzes how Melville uses the copying process as a symbol for the
alienating effects of industrialization and capitalism.

Course Hero Study Guides' comprehensive guide to Bartleby, the Scrivener
is an invaluable resource for students, scholars, and anyone interested in
exploring the depths of Herman Melville's masterpiece. By providing a
thorough analysis of the novel's characters, themes, and symbolism, the
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guide unlocks the hidden meanings and complexities that have captivated
readers for generations.

Embark on a journey into the literary labyrinth of Bartleby, the Scrivener,
and discover the profound insights and timeless truths that Melville's
enigmatic novella continues to offer. Course Hero Study Guides invites you
to delve deeper into the world of classic literature and gain a deeper
understanding of one of America's most celebrated authors.
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