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The Madison River is a legendary trout stream that flows through the heart
of Montana. Its crystal-clear waters, abundant hatches, and trophy-sized
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fish have made it a mecca for fly fishermen from all over the world.

In this comprehensive guide, we will cover everything you need to know
about fly fishing the Madison River, from the best hatches to the most
effective techniques. We will also provide you with detailed information on
the river's access points, campgrounds, and fishing regulations.

The River

The Madison River is a large river, with an average width of 100 feet and a
flow rate of 2,000 cubic feet per second. It is divided into three main
sections: the Upper Madison, the Middle Madison, and the Lower Madison.

The Upper Madison is the most popular section of the river for fly fishing. It
is home to a large population of brown trout and rainbow trout, as well as
some cutthroat trout and mountain whitefish.

The Middle Madison is a transition zone between the Upper Madison and
the Lower Madison. It is home to a variety of trout species, as well as some
smallmouth bass and northern pike.

The Lower Madison is the least popular section of the river for fly fishing,
due to its slower flow and warmer water temperatures. However, it is still
home to a healthy population of trout and other fish species.

The Hatches

The Madison River is home to a wide variety of aquatic insects, which
provide a steady food source for the river's trout population. The most
important hatches on the Madison River include:



Mayflies: Mayflies are the most important insects on the Madison
River. They hatch in large numbers from April to June, and they
provide a major food source for trout during this time.

Caddisflies: Caddisflies are another important insect on the Madison
River. They hatch in large numbers from June to August, and they
provide a major food source for trout during this time.

Stoneflies: Stoneflies are a less important insect on the Madison River,
but they can still be a major food source for trout during the spring and
fall.

Midges: Midges are a small, but important insect on the Madison River.
They hatch in large numbers throughout the year, and they provide a
steady food source for trout during the winter and early spring.

The Techniques

There are a variety of fly fishing techniques that can be used on the
Madison River. The most effective techniques include:

Dry fly fishing: Dry fly fishing is a technique in which the fly is floated
on the surface of the water. This is the most effective technique for
fishing to rising trout.

Nymph fishing: Nymph fishing is a technique in which the fly is fished
below the surface of the water. This is the most effective technique for
fishing to trout that are not rising.

Streamer fishing: Streamer fishing is a technique in which the fly is
fished deep in the water column. This is the most effective technique
for fishing to large trout.



The Flies

There are a variety of flies that can be used to fish the Madison River. The
most effective flies include:

Mayfly patterns: Mayfly patterns are the most important flies to have in
your fly box when fishing the Madison River. Some of the most
effective mayfly patterns include the Adams, the PMD, and the BWO.

Caddisfly patterns: Caddisfly patterns are another important fly to have
in your fly box when fishing the Madison River. Some of the most
effective caddisfly patterns include the Elk Hair Caddis, the
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