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Prepare to delve into the secretive world of Generalísimo Francisco
Franco's enigmatic inner circle in Sheelagh Ellwood's captivating book,
Franco Profiles in Power. This meticulously researched work offers an
unprecedented glimpse into the lives and personalities of the key figures
who shaped Spain's tumultuous Francoist era.
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A Tapestry of Intrigue and Ambition

From Franco's trusted military advisors to his influential political allies and
enigmatic courtiers, Ellwood weaves a tapestry of intrigue and ambition,
revealing the interplay of loyalty, rivalry, and the relentless pursuit of power.
Through in-depth profiles, she deftly exposes the strategies, motivations,
and hidden agendas that shaped the course of Spanish history.

Ramón Serrano Suñer: The Ideological Architect

As Minister of Foreign Affairs, Ramón Serrano Suñer was the mastermind
behind Franco's fascist ideology. A fervent Nazi sympathizer, he
orchestrated Spain's non-belligerent alignment with the Axis powers during
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World War II, a move that would ultimately lead to the country's
international isolation.

Juan Carlos I: The Crown Prince in Waiting

The young prince Juan Carlos emerged as a pivotal figure in Franco's
succession plans. Ellwood explores his complex relationship with the
dictator, his role in the country's transition to democracy, and his
controversial coronation as king.

Carmen Polo: The Franco Regime's First Lady

Franco's wife, Carmen Polo, was a formidable ally who wielded significant
influence behind the scenes. Ellwood uncovers her unwavering loyalty,
social conservatism, and the integral role she played in shaping the image
of the Franco regime.

Luis Carrero Blanco: The Enigmatic Successor

As Second Prime Minister and Carrero Blanco, he was Franco's
designated successor, a testament to his political acumen and unwavering
loyalty. However, his assassination in 1973 marked a turning point in
Spanish history, casting doubt over the future of the Franco regime.

Beyond the Profiles: A Broader Context

Franco Profiles in Power goes beyond mere biography to provide a
comprehensive examination of the Francoist regime. Ellwood analyzes the
political, economic, and social forces that shaped Spain during this era,
including the impact of the Civil War, the country's relationship with Nazi
Germany, and the challenges of modernization.

A Captivating Narrative, a Rich Tapestry of History



Sheelagh Ellwood's writing is both captivating and incisive, drawing on
extensive archival research and interviews with key figures. Franco Profiles
in Power is an essential read for anyone seeking a deeper understanding
of Spain's 20th-century history, the enduring legacy of Franco, and the
complex dynamics of power that shaped this tumultuous period.
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About the Author

Sheelagh Ellwood is a renowned historian and author specializing in
Spanish history. She has written extensively on Francoist Spain, including
her acclaimed works on the Spanish Civil War and the transition to
democracy. Franco Profiles in Power is the culmination of decades of
research and her deep understanding of this fascinating period.
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