
Jacques Chirac: A Modern World Leader
Jacques Chirac was a French politician who served as President of the
French Republic and Co-Prince of Andorra from 1995 to 2007. He was a
member of the neo-Gaullist Rally for the Republic (RPR) and the Union for
a Popular Movement (UMP).
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Chirac was born in Paris on November 29, 1932. He studied at the École
nationale d'administration (ENA) and began his political career in the
1960s. He was elected to the National Assembly in 1967 and served as
Minister of the Interior under President Valéry Giscard d'Estaing from 1974
to 1976. In 1976, he was elected mayor of Paris, a position he held until
1995.

Chirac was elected President of France in 1995. He served two terms, from
1995 to 2002 and from 2002 to 2007. During his presidency, he oversaw
the of the euro, the implementation of the 35-hour work week, and the
creation of the French National Health Insurance Fund.
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Chirac was a controversial figure. He was criticized for his handling of the
1995 Paris bombings, the 2003 invasion of Iraq, and the 2005 civil unrest in
France. However, he was also praised for his work on climate change and
his efforts to promote peace in the Middle East.

Chirac retired from politics in 2007. He died in Paris on September 26,
2019.

Legacy

Jacques Chirac is remembered as a complex and contradictory figure. He
was a charismatic and popular politician who presided over a period of
significant economic and social change in France. However, he was also a
polarizing figure who was often criticized for his authoritarian style of
leadership.

Chirac's legacy is likely to be debated for many years to come. However,
there is no doubt that he was a major figure in French politics and that he
played a significant role in shaping the modern world.
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