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Ida B. Wells (1862-1931) was an African American journalist, activist, and
suffragist who dedicated her life to fighting racial injustice and oppression.

Born: July 16, 1862, in Holly Springs, Mississippi

Died: March 25, 1931, in Chicago, Illinois

Notable Accomplishments:

Investigated and exposed lynchings in the South

Co-founded the National Association for the Advancement of
Colored People (NAACP)

Campaigned for women's suffrage
Early Life and Career

Ida B. Wells was born into slavery in Holly Springs, Mississippi, in 1862.
After the Civil War, her family moved to Memphis, Tennessee, where she
attended school and began her career as a teacher.

In 1884, Wells was forced to leave Memphis after she refused to give up
her seat on a train to a white man. This incident sparked her interest in
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racial injustice, and she began writing articles about the treatment of
African Americans in the South.

Investigative Journalism and Anti-Lynching Campaign

In 1892, Wells published her first major investigative report on lynching in
the South. Her work exposed the widespread use of lynching as a tool of
racial terror and intimidation.

Wells' reporting angered many white Southerners, and she was forced to
flee Memphis after her newspaper office was destroyed by a mob.
However, she continued to write and speak out against lynching, and her
work helped to raise awareness of the issue and led to the passage of anti-
lynching laws.

Civil Rights Activism and the NAACP

In addition to her work against lynching, Wells was also a vocal advocate
for civil rights and women's suffrage. She co-founded the National
Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) in 1909, and
she served as its secretary for many years.

Wells also campaigned for women's suffrage, and she was a member of
the National American Woman Suffrage Association. She believed that
women's suffrage was essential for the advancement of civil rights, and she
worked tirelessly to achieve it.

Later Life and Legacy

Wells continued to be active in the civil rights movement until her death in
1931. She was a tireless advocate for justice and equality, and her work
helped to make the world a more just place.



Ida B. Wells is remembered as one of the most important figures in the civil
rights movement. Her work helped to expose the evils of lynching, and she
was a tireless advocate for justice and equality. Her legacy continues to
inspire activists and reformers today.
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