
Rainbringer: Zora Neale Hurston's Subversive
Critique of Lovecraftian Horror

In the realm of American literature, two towering figures, Zora Neale
Hurston and H.P. Lovecraft, stand apart as masters of their respective
genres. Hurston, an acclaimed novelist and anthropologist, celebrated
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African-American culture through her vibrant prose and pioneering work on
folklore. Lovecraft, on the other hand, is renowned for his chilling tales of
cosmic horror, in which ancient and malevolent beings from beyond the
stars threaten humanity.

While seemingly worlds apart in style and subject matter, these two literary
giants share a surprising connection: the Lovecraftian Mythos. Lovecraft's
sprawling universe of ancient gods, interdimensional entities, and forbidden
knowledge has cast a long shadow over popular culture, influencing
countless works of fiction, film, and beyond.

Rainbringer: Zora Neale Hurston Against The
Lovecraftian Mythos by Edward M. Erdelac

4.8 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 6422 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 326 pages
Lending : Enabled
Paperback : 62 pages
Item Weight : 6.1 ounces
Dimensions : 7 x 0.14 x 10 inches

However, one writer boldly challenged the conventions of the Mythos,
subverting its inherent racism and xenophobia: Zora Neale Hurston. In her
1929 novel, 'Rainbringer,' Hurston crafted a powerful allegory that not only
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addressed the horrors of racism but also offered a transformative vision of
African-American identity and empowerment.

Challenging Racial Stereotypes: The Inversion of the "White Savior"
Trope

At the heart of 'Rainbringer' lies a critique of the prevalent "White Savior"
trope in American literature. In this trope, a white character often comes to
the rescue of non-white characters, reinforcing stereotypes of white
superiority and black dependence. However, Hurston inverts this trope by
presenting a black male character, Joe Clarke, as the savior of a white
community.

Joe Clarke is a "rainmaker," a figure steeped in African-American folklore
and religious traditions. He possesses the power to summon rain, a skill
that brings life-giving sustenance to a drought-stricken town in the Florida
Everglades.

By inverting the racial roles, Hurston challenges the notion of white
supremacy and exposes the absurdity of racial stereotypes. It is not a white
man but a black man who wields the power to bring salvation, thereby
dismantling the myth of white superiority and reclaiming African-American
agency.

Empowerment of Women: Redefining the Feminine in Lovecraftian
Horror

Hurston's 'Rainbringer' also features a strong and independent female
protagonist, Janie Starks. Janie is a complex character who defies the
traditional feminine roles prevalent in Lovecraftian horror. Instead of being a



helpless victim or a damsel in distress, Janie is a resourceful and
courageous woman who actively participates in the story's events.

Janie's role as a rain-bearer is particularly significant. Rain, a symbol of
fertility and renewal, is often associated with women in African-American
folklore. By giving Janie the power to control rain, Hurston empowers not
only the character but also the women who read the novel, challenging the
passive and marginalized role often assigned to women in horror fiction.

Celebration of African-American Cultural Heritage: Reclaiming
Identity and Origin

Beyond its critique of racial stereotypes and its empowerment of women,
'Rainbringer' is also a celebration of African-American cultural heritage.
Hurston incorporates elements of African-American folklore, religious
traditions, and music into the narrative, creating a rich and authentic world.

The character of Joe Clarke, for instance, embodies the role of the "conjure
man," a figure who blends African and Christian beliefs and possesses the
power to manipulate the supernatural. Hurston's portrayal of African-
American religious practices is not one of superstition or fear but of power,
resilience, and cultural continuity.

Through 'Rainbringer,' Hurston reclaims African-American identity and
origin, countering the dominant narratives that often erased or marginalized
the African-American experience.

: A Transformative Vision of Horror and Empowerment

Zora Neale Hurston's 'Rainbringer' is a groundbreaking work of literature
that subverts the conventions of Lovecraftian horror, challenging racial



stereotypes, empowering women, and celebrating African-American
cultural heritage.

By inverting the "White Savior" trope, Hurston exposes the absurdity of
racial supremacy and asserts the agency and power of black characters.
Through the strong and independent female protagonist, Janie Starks,
Hurston redefines the feminine in horror fiction, offering a transformative
vision of women as active participants in their own destiny.

Ultimately, 'Rainbringer' is more than just a novel; it is a powerful allegory
that speaks to the resilience, creativity, and enduring spirit of African-
American culture. It is a testament to Zora Neale Hurston's literary genius
and her unwavering commitment to subverting dominant narratives and
empowering marginalized voices.
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