
Rule Ellen Goodlett: A Captivating Journey of
Love, Loss, and Triumph

Rule Ellen Goodlett was an extraordinary woman who defied societal
norms and left an indelible mark on history. Born into slavery in 1851, she
rose above adversity to become a teacher, a civil rights activist, and a
pioneer in the field of education. Her life story is a testament to the power
of perseverance, determination, and the indomitable human spirit.

Rule by Ellen Goodlett
4.4 out of 5

Language : English
File size : 4891 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 402 pages

Early Life and Education

Rule Ellen Goodlett was born into slavery in Davidson County, Tennessee,
on July 12, 1851. Her parents, both enslaved, instilled in her a strong sense
of family and community. Despite the limitations imposed by her
circumstances, Rule displayed an unyielding thirst for knowledge. She
learned to read and write at a young age, and her intelligence and
determination shone through.
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After the Civil War, Rule's family relocated to Nashville, where she attended
Fisk University. She excelled in her studies, earning a teaching certificate in
1875. Her passion for education was evident from the start, and she
dedicated her life to making a difference in the lives of young people.

Teaching and Civil Rights Activism

Upon graduation, Rule embarked on her teaching career in Nashville. She
taught at several schools, including the Fisk Jubilee Singers School and the
Howard School. Her students adored her, and she had a profound impact
on their lives. She not only taught them academic subjects but also instilled
in them values of self-respect, perseverance, and the importance of
education.

Beyond the classroom, Rule was an active and outspoken advocate for civil
rights. She joined the National Association for the Advancement of Colored
People (NAACP) and worked tirelessly to promote equality and justice. She
spoke out against lynching, segregation, and other forms of racial
discrimination.

Marriage and Family

In 1886, Rule married the Reverend James Madison Goodlett, a prominent
minister and civil rights activist. Together, they had six children. Rule
balanced her responsibilities as a wife and mother with her commitments to
teaching and activism. She was a devoted and loving mother, and her
children grew up to be successful and influential individuals.

Later Years and Legacy

In her later years, Rule continued to be a respected and influential figure in
the Nashville community. She served on several boards and committees,



including the Nashville City Board of Education. She also remained active
in the NAACP and continued to advocate for civil rights and educational
opportunities for all.

Rule Ellen Goodlett passed away in Nashville on March 24, 1930. She left
behind a legacy of love, loss, and triumph. Her unwavering determination,
her commitment to education, and her advocacy for civil rights inspired
generations of Americans.

Rule Ellen Goodlett's life is a captivating journey that resonates with
readers of all backgrounds. Her story is a testament to the power of the
human spirit and the transformative impact that one person can have on
the world. She shattered societal barriers, fought for equality, and
dedicated her life to making a difference. Rule Ellen Goodlett is a true
American icon, and her legacy will continue to inspire and educate for
generations to come.
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