
The Little Wonder: The Remarkable History of
Wisden
In the annals of sporting literature, few publications hold a place as revered
as Wisden Cricketers' Almanack, affectionately known as "The Little
Wonder." For over 150 years, this unassuming volume has served as an
indispensable companion for cricket enthusiasts, chronicling the game's
rich history, capturing its captivating stories, and preserving its statistical
legacy.
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A Humble Beginning

The story of Wisden begins in 1864, when John Wisden, a former
professional cricketer, publisher, and cricket equipment maker, decided to
compile an annual compilation of cricket scores, statistics, and other
information. The first edition, a modest 168-page paperback, was a
resounding success. Wisden's meticulous attention to detail, his passion for
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the game, and his keen eye for storytelling quickly established the almanac
as an authoritative source of cricket information.

A Chronicle of Cricket History

Over the years, Wisden has evolved into more than just a statistical record.
It has become a living chronicle of cricket history, providing an unparalleled
insight into the game's evolution, its iconic figures, and its most memorable
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moments. Each edition features in-depth reports on the previous season's
cricket matches, both domestic and international, as well as articles by
renowned cricket writers, historians, and players.

Literary Brilliance

One of Wisden's most distinctive features is its literary brilliance. The
almanac has long attracted some of the finest writers in the world of cricket.
From Neville Cardus to John Arlott, from C.L.R. James to Simon Barnes,
these literary giants have graced the pages of Wisden with their insightful
commentary, evocative prose, and passionate love for the game. Their
contributions have transformed Wisden into a literary masterpiece, a
collection of essays and articles that transcends the boundaries of sports
writing.
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A Cultural Icon

Wisden's influence extends far beyond the cricket field. It has become an
integral part of British culture, a symbol of the nation's enduring love for the
game. The almanac is regularly cited by politicians, journalists, and other
public figures, and its unique blend of statistics, history, and literature has
earned it a place in the libraries of scholars and cricket enthusiasts alike.
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A Legacy for the Future

Today, Wisden continues to thrive as the undisputed authority on cricket.
Each new edition is eagerly awaited by fans around the world, who rely on
it for the latest scores, statistics, and insights into the game. As the world of
cricket continues to evolve, so too does Wisden, adapting to the changing
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needs of its readers while remaining true to its core values of accuracy,
literary excellence, and a deep love for the sport.

Wisden Cricketers' Almanack is more than just a book. It is a treasure trove
of cricket knowledge, a literary masterpiece, and a cultural icon. For over
150 years, it has provided cricket enthusiasts with an unparalleled insight
into the game they love. As the future of cricket unfolds, Wisden will
undoubtedly continue to play a vital role, chronicling the game's history and
inspiring generations to come.
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